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AlAstAir summerlee
President and Vice Chancellor, University of Guelph

Alastair Summerlee has always believed it is the teacher’s role to
inspire and guide active learning, rather than simply impart knowledge. The notion helped him thrive as a student and has been the
philosophical foundation of a distinguished career in academia.
Summerlee’s passion for knowledge was initially fostered by his
enchantment with nature as a boy growing up in Sussex Downs,
England. As he matured into young adulthood, a strong work
ethic and a belief in the value of education led Summerlee to the
University of Bristol, where he earned three degrees in veterinary science. His alma mater later bestowed on him the Doctor
of Laws degree honoris causa in 2004.
A member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons,
Summerlee became a teacher of anatomy and veterinary courses
at the University of Guelph in 1988. Consistently referred to
by students as dedicated and inspirational, he was honored
with the outstanding teaching award from the University of
Guelph Faculty Association in 1991. As a scientist, Summerlee
has attracted significant funding to support groundbreaking
research in fields related to the hormonal control of pregnancy,
birth and lactation, cancer biology, iron deficiency anemia in
women, and HIV/AIDS.
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While continuing to teach and maintain an active research lab
at Guelph, Summerlee has served as an associate dean of the
Ontario Veterinary College, dean of graduate studies, associate
vice president, and provost and vice president. In 2003, he was
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named the seventh president of Guelph. He also became one of
eight professors in all of Canada, and the first president-elect, to
be awarded the prestigious 3M Teaching Fellowship.
Under his leadership, Guelph has grown and developed into
one of Canada’s most preeminent institutions with a strong
reputation for civic engagement and volunteerism. Always the
positive role model, Summerlee spent six years as the chair of
the board of the World University Service of Canada, one of the
leading international development agencies in Canada. During
this time, he became passionately involved in humanitarian
issues in Africa, especially the refugee camps in Kenya.
From a trip in 2011, he wrote, “Standing in the hot sun, taking
in these moments of pathos, one cannot help but reflect. I am
emotionally drained by the end of the day. Yet, what I have seen
fills me with an intense drive to want to help.”
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In addition to being named the 2012 IQLA Laureate, Alastair
Summerlee received the 2012 Award of Highest Honour from
Soka University in Japan. He will step down from the presidency
at the University of Guelph in 2014 after a distinguished career
as one of higher education’s most dynamic scholars and visionary leaders. Summerlee currently chairs the advisory board for
Auburn University’s Hunger Solutions Institute, established
in 2012 by the College of Human Sciences and the Alabama
Agricultural Experiment Station.
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NormaN E. Borlaug
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and Founder of the World Food Prize

A descendant of Norwegian immigrants, Norman Borlaug was
born on a farm near Cresco, Iowa in 1914. He spent much of his
spare time hunting and fishing, tending crops, and raising cattle,
pigs, and chickens. Known for his athleticism, Borlaug’s high
school days were highlighted by his achievements as a baseball
player and champion wrestler.
Young Norman enrolled at the University of Minnesota through
a Depression-era program known as the National Youth
Administration and graduated with a degree in forestry in 1937.
After a stint with the U.S. Forestry Service, Borlaug enrolled in
graduate school at Minnesota and earned both a Master’s and
PhD in plant pathology and genetics. He went on to work as a
microbiologist with the DuPont Corporation.
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While Borlaug was completing his education and starting a new
career, the U.S. government received a request from the Mexican
government to assist in training a new generation of Mexican
agricultural scientists. The country was relying heavily on grain
imports to feed its people. With the assistance of the Rockefeller
Foundation, the Cooperative Wheat Research and Production
Program in Mexico was established with Borlaug as the lead geneticist and plant pathologist. He and his staff spent nearly 20 years in
Mexico breeding a semi-dwarf, high-yield, disease-resistant wheat.
In the face of global famines, a massive campaign began in 1965
to ship the “miracle” wheat to India and Pakistan and train
local farmers in proper methods of cultivation. By 1970, wheat
yields in the two countries doubled. Borlaug’s life-sustaining
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achievement became known as the “Green Revolution.” Because
of Borlaug’s success with wheat, the production of high-yield,
disease-resistant rice varieties spread the Green Revolution
throughout most of Asia.
Borlaug’s contribution to the world food supply resulted in his
selection as the 1970 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate, the only time
in history the award has been given for agriculture and food
production. He created the World Food Prize in 1986 and still
works tirelessly to ensure that food security and access to modern agricultural technology will keep hunger at bay throughout
the world. In addition to his role as distinguished professor of
international agriculture at Texas A&M University, Borlaug
remains a consultant to the International Maize and Wheat
Center in Mexico and serves as president of the Sasakawa Africa
Association, a Japanese foundation dedicated to spreading the
Green Revolution to sub-Saharan Africa.
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“The Man Who Saved a Billion Lives” died on September
12, 2009. His legacy lives on in the work being conducted at
Texas A&M University, the International Maize and Wheat
Improvement Center (CIMMYT) near Mexico City, the
Norman Borlaug Heritage Foundation, and by farmers around
the world who benefited from his dedication. He is one of six
people worldwide to be honored as a recipient of the Nobel
Peace Prize, the Congressional Gold Medal, and the Presidential
Medal of Freedom.
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The Hunger Solutions Institute builds upon a
decade of Auburn’s leadership in mobilizing
Universities Fighting World Hunger, a coalition
of almost 300 higher education institutions
from around the globe. By connecting people
and ideas that work, the HSI takes advantage of
the knowledge and experience of all academic
disciplines and stakeholder groups. Leveraging
the strength of the UFWH network, the HSI
makes a place for higher education to be at the
table with other multi-sector partners, hoping
to ensure that this will be the last generation
to experience the debilitating pain of hunger
and despair.
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