Golden eaGles

Dean James P. Shepard
requests the pleasure of your company at a reception for

The School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences
cordially invites you to attend the

Celebrating 50 Years

Auburn Forestry and Wildlife Sciences Alumni and Friends

Student Scholarship & Fellowship
Ceremony and Reception

Classes of 1948 -1962

Thursday, February 2, 2012 - 6:00 p.m.

School of

Forestry &Wildlife

school of Forestry & Wildlife sciences
Golden Eagles Luncheon Celebration
Friday, April 27, 2012 - 11:30 a.m.

At the home of Glenn & Flavin Glover
861 Ogletree Road - Auburn, Alabama
Heavy hors d’oeuvres will be served.

Saturday, August 28, 2010
2:00 p.m.
School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences Building
602 Duncan Drive, Auburn, Alabama

Please join us for this opportunity to visit with Dean Shepard
and hear about his vision for our school.

Please RSVP to Lane Messer by Friday, August 20,
at 334-844-1001 or messejl@auburn.edu.

Please RSVP to Sharon Tatum by Thursday, January 26, 2012
at 334-844-1983 or sharon.tatum@auburn.edu

Hosted by Dean James Shepard
School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences Building
Dixon Executive Conference Room - Suite 3315
602 Duncan Drive, Auburn, Alabama
Please RSVP to Sharon Tatum by Friday, April 20,
at 334-844-1983 or sharon.tatum@auburn.edu.
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Please RSVP to Lane Messer by Wednesday, March 28
at 334-844-1001 or messejl@auburn.edu.
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Student Awards Celebration and Dinner

School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences Building
602 Duncan Drive, Auburn, Alabama

on

April 4, 20

The School of Forestry & Wildlife Sciences
cordially invites you to attend the

Wednesday, April 4, 2012
5:00 p.m.

Student A
wards

Other Stu

Celebration
x

dent Award

s

Club Aw
Presenta ards & Officer
tions

er. Produced
educationa
l
by the Office
ting, March
of Communica
2012.

and Marke

tions

A

U

B

U

R

N

U

School of

N

I

V

E

R

S

I

T

Y

Nature’s

Forestry &Wildlife
Moving On

Playground

Sciences

Nature playground opens at Forest Ecology Preserve.
by Charles Martin

Fall 2011

Dick Brinker retires
after 23 years at
Auburn University

STUDENTS

Forestry Summer Practicum
by Brian Watts - Summer Practicum President

A new “nature playground”
at the Louise Kreher
Forest Ecology Preserve
lets children enjoy
the great outdoors in a
manner experienced by
previous generations–
climbing, crawling, digging
and exploring.

Introducing
Dean Shepard
Nature’s
Playground

A new play space at the
Forest Ecology Preserve

Justin Morsch takes a break during
Forestry Summer Practicum.
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Burning the
Mortgage

SFWS Building Paid in Full

Learning in Action
The Donahue Drive Project

51

A Gift of Land
Larry Williamson’s
Contribution
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On May 19, 2010, 26 anxious students arrived at the Solon Dixon
Forestry Education Center in Dixie, Ala. It did not take us long to
become friends and realize we needed to pull together to get through
the summer. Each of us had heard stories from the previous classes but
did not know what to expect.
On the first day, Dr. Becky Barlow summed it up best when she
said, “In the next 10 weeks, there will be a lot of information thrown
at you. It will be like drinking water from a fire hydrant. Just embrace
the chaos and go with it.” That statement definitely did not help our
anxiety. However, during our 10 weeks, we realized what she meant.
Each morning after a brief session in the classroom, we would head out
in the woods to apply what we had just learned. We would spend all
day in the intense sun and extreme humidity only to come back to the
classroom and work on writing papers, studying for tests and preparing
for presentations. There were some nights all three had to be done.
This was typically the normal routine for most of the summer. There
was not a lot of free time, but when there was, we took advantage of it.
From riding the many dirt roads to playing football, wiffle ball or ping
pong to just sitting on the front porch of the dorm, it was refreshing to
be able to take a mental break.
We learned invaluable knowledge from our great professors and the
many guest speakers who have been very successful in their respective
fields within the forestry sector. Being exposed to such a diverse
group of professionals not only has allowed us to see what happens
from seedling to product, but also helps give us an idea about which
discipline we would like to pursue after we graduate.
Joel Martin and his wonderful staff at the Solon Dixon Center went
above and beyond to make sure that our
every need was met. Even if it was just a
friendly smile and a “hang in there, you’ll
get through it,” the southern hospitality
made the practicum much easier to endure.
We are very blessed as Auburn forestry
students to have such a wonderful place to
go that allows us to have this unique “hands
on” experience. It is definitely the largest
“classroom” I have ever been in.
The summer practicum provides a very
unique experience for forestry and wildlife
majors. It gives students a chance to gain
a great deal of knowledge and experience
in the field. In addition, it allows students
to have the opportunity to bond as a class.
This camaraderie not only has helped us
get through this summer, but it has laid a
foundation for our remaining semesters
and as we move on into our careers as
professional foresters.
2010 Summer Practicum Officers
Our time at the Solon Dixon Center is
L to R: George Turner (Dorm Rep), Cameron Stovall (Dorm Rep),
definitely something we will never forget.
Brian Watts (President)
For me personally, I have enjoyed this
time together with all of my classmates and
professors. This experience was definitely a
blessing for me, and I was honored to take
part in such a wonderful tradition. WAR
EAGLE!

Sarah Lesley works on a surveying exercise during
practicum with Dale Pancake’s Golden Retriever Sally.
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